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Revelation'l

So

The second coming of Jesus Christ is the most anticipated event in human history.
In Revelation 19 a great multitude in heaven shout “Hallelujah!” in celebration of three
things.
1. God’s character. They praise Him for salvation (v.1), for justice (for avenging the blood
of the martyrs, v.2), and for finally reigning as King (v.6).

2. The wedding supper of the Lamb. Marriage in Bible times began with the betrothal. The
woman to be married was bought with a price, so the groom and the bride’s father first
settled on a purchase price. When the price was paid, the couple was legally married, but
they didn’t live together or consummate the marriage immediately. The couple were
separated for several months during which time the groom prepared a room for his bride
in his father’s house and the bride prepared herself for the wedding. Eventually the
bridegroom would return for His bride, but they didn’t know the exact day or hour. The
groom would take the bride from her home, and the whole bridal party would go to the
groom’s father’s house. The invited guests would be there to witness the marriage
ceremony, which was followed by the marriage supper, which would often last for a week.

This is a picture of Jesus the GROOM and the Church, His BRIDE. The center of
attention is not the bride but the LAMB, Jesus Christ. When we put our faith in Christ and
embrace Him as our Lord and Saviour, the legal marriage (or betrothal or engagement)
takes place. As the Bride of Christ, we now await the time when He will come and take us
to His house. Following the rapture and during the seven years of tribulation on earth, the
Bride will be presented in heaven and there will be much celebration.

The Bride will be given “fine linen, bright and clean” to wear” (Rev. 19:8). Fine
linen stands for the righteous acts of God’s holy people. These righteous acts or good
works are the result of what God is doing in our hearts.

3. Christ’s second coming! In verse 11 we see Jesus riding a WHITE horse. In his first
coming, he came in humility, riding a donkey. When Christ comes again, he will be riding a
white horse as a conqueror in a triumphal procession. White is the symbol of purity, of
unblemished holy power. Jesus will not come alone. He will come with His armies “riding
on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean.” If you are a Christ follower,
you will be in that army. “We will be dressed in fine linen, white and clean.” That isn’t
exactly combat gear. All we do is watch, and when the Lord speaks, the war is over.

What does His return mean for us today? (1) We are loved by Him. (2) We must be
ready by staying in love with Jesus. (3) He reigns. When Jesus returns, all will be under His
authority.

On D-day, June 6, 1944, an unbelievable price was paid by thousands of young
men who died. At the end of D-day, nothing changed outwardly, but the victory was
sealed. The battle raged for a season, but V-DAY (victory day) came a while later. It was
just a matter of time.

For the Christian Easter Sunday was D-day. It created an opening in this fallen
world no bigger than the entrance of an empty tomb. With every spiritual victory that
opening gets a little larger and the darkness gets pushed back a little more. One day that
battle will be won. JESUS will come again in victory, and HE SHALL REIGN FOREVER AND
EVER!! Hallelujah!
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Revelation 19:1-8

After this | heard what
sounded like the roar of
a great multitude in
heaven shouting:

“Hallelujah!
Salvation and glory and
power belong to our
God,
2 for true and just are
his judgments.
He has condemned the
great prostitute

who corrupted the
earth by her adulteries.
He has avenged on her
the blood of his
servants.”

3 And again they
shouted:

“Hallelujah!
The smoke from her goes
up for ever and ever.”

4 The twenty-four

elders and the four living
creatures fell down and
worshiped God, who was
seated on the throne.
And they cried:

“Amen, Hallelujah!”
> Then a voice came from
the throne, saying:
“Praise our God,

all you his servants,

you who fear him,
both great and small!”

Continued to the next page...
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This week’s writers:

IN — PURSUE RELATIONSHIP

Are you expecting a significant occasion, such as a major sports event, a
big holiday, or a special celebration? If so, why? What does that look
like?

How does knowing about the customs of marriage in ancient times
influence your feelings about being referred to as the bride of Christ?

UP — PURSUE GOD

Read Revelation 19:1-8; John 14:2; and Ephesians 5:25.

What preparations are necessary for the marriage of Jesus the groom and
the Church the bride?

In light of Revelation 19 and commonly used in Psalms 113 to 118 what
does the word "hallelujah"” mean? How can we honor and celebrate God's
character?

OUT — PURSUE MISSION

What does it mean to be certain of the return of the King? How does this
certainty influence the decisions you make?

Read Revelation 19:19-21. Given the certainty that Jesus will defeat the
wicked, overthrow the Antichrist and false prophet, and establish Himself
as King and Lord, how should we respond?

For Personal Reflection / Prayer:

While awaiting Jesus' second coming, what steps can you take to
remain focused, maintain expectation, and stay faithful to Him?

Elsa Henderson, David McMillin, Mark Eckstein and Jorel Quemuel

Revelation 19:1-8 cont...

6 Then | heard what sounded like a
great multitude, like the roar of rushing
waters and like loud peals of thunder,
shouting:

“Hallelujah!
For our Lord God Almighty reigns.
7 Let us rejoice and be glad
and give him glory!
For the wedding of the Lamb has come,
and his bride has made herself ready.
8 Fine linen, bright and clean,
was given her to wear.”

(Fine linen stands for the righteous
acts of God’s holy people.)

Revelation 19:19-21

®Then | saw the beast and the kings of
the earth and their armies gathered
together to wage war against the rider
on the horse and his army. 2° But the
beast was captured, and with it the
false prophet who had performed the
signs on its behalf. With these signs he
had deluded those who had received
the mark of the beast and worshiped
its image. The two of them were
thrown alive into the fiery lake of
burning sulfur. 2! The rest were killed
with the sword coming out of the
mouth of the rider on the horse, and all
the birds gorged themselves on their
flesh.

John 14:2

My Father’s house has many rooms; if
that were not so, would | have told you
that | am going there to prepare a
place for you?

Ephesians 5:25

Husbands, love your wives, just as
Christ loved the church and gave
himself up for her
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